
 

 

 

Dear NWHSU Community, 

As you’ve heard, NWHSU is hosting a site visit from the Higher Learning Commission (HLC), our 

institutional accreditor, March 9-10, 2020. We submitted the Assurance Argument (which you might 

have heard referred to as the “self-study” in the past), which showcases evidence of how we meet HLC’s 

expectations for accredited institutions, and posted it for your review. Visit the HLC Site Visit page to 

see this and for ongoing updates. 

The assurance argument and site visit are just two items that lead into our Comprehensive Evaluation. 

The site visitors will also review our compliance with federal financial aid requirements as well as 

student responses to the HLC Student Opinion Survey. All of this will culminate in reaffirmation of 

NWHSU’s accreditation. This reaffirmation is important because it will provide the foundation upon 

which we will continue to grow, improve, and innovate. 

I want to acknowledge the many individuals who have contributed to this work to-date: 

Students: for selecting NWHSU for your education, for doing the hard work to become healthcare 

providers ready to practice at the top of your profession, and for contributing so much vibrancy to 

our programs and campus. We also appreciate your candid feedback on the HLC Student Opinion 

Survey to help us identify where we’re strongly performing as well as identifying areas for 

improvement. 

Faculty: for your commitment to students, this university, and your professions. In partnership with 

students, you are truly creating the next generation of healthcare professionals to deliver and 

advance healthcare. 

Alumni: for your client and patient healing, many contributions to your professions and 

communities, and ongoing NWHSU support. 

Staff: for your dedication and commitment to our programs, facilities, technologies, and 

collaboration of to deliver on our mission. Without your support of students, faculty, alumni, and 

patients, the assurance argument would be just words on paper, rather than the reflection of a 

great university with a strong history and even stronger future. 

Pat Casello-Maddox has been steadfastly leading the preparations for this visit since 2016, and she 

deserves our heartfelt gratitude. Many people also played significant roles in the process to complete 

the assurance argument, federal compliance review, and preparations for the site visit. Sincere 

appreciation goes out to the following individuals who worked on review teams and responded to 

frequent, and sometimes urgent, requests for information and support: 

  

https://2jjk8wjsh3n66prxu6h27okz-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/NWHSU-2020-HLC-Assurance-Argument-1-1.pdf
https://www.nwhealth.edu/march-2020-hlc-visit/
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Board of Trustees Advisor: David Taylor, Academic Affairs Committee Chair 

All-Around Support Rock Stars: Deb Bushway, Marguerite Darlington, Kate Dubbels, Nicole Eaton, Julie Erickson, 
Jennifer Fairbanks, Ally Gellatly, Nancy Healy, Nancy Johnson, Mark Jokinen, Scott Kneeskern, Christie Weibel-Manuum,  

*Team leads 

We are working with our site visitors and their team chair, Dr. Kathleen Player, to finalize the agenda for 

March 9 and 10. As soon as that’s complete, we’ll be targeting key stakeholder groups to help you 

prepare and learn what to expect. Until then, please use the HLC Site Visit page to stay updated on 

progress, or contact me at mailto:kpearce@nwhealth.edu or Pat Casello-Maddox at 

pcasellomaddox@nwhealth.edu.  

With Sincere Appreciation, 

 

Kim Pearce 

Vice President for Academic Affairs and Chief Academic Officer 
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