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Letter from the President
At Northwestern Health Sciences University, we live in the crossroads of 
healthcare and education, two fields that have been tested in ways that were 
unimaginable a year ago. Together, we have been pushed to navigate teaching, 
learning, and providing natural care in a global pandemic; I am so proud of the 
resilience I’ve witnessed this year. Our response has not been “how do we 
survive until things go back to normal,” but “how do we seize this moment to 
build lasting solutions?” 

We have known for 80 years that integrative care is the future, and that both 
healthcare and education are in need of innovation and change. This has been 
an opportunity to prove it. There is no returning to early 2020, and our NWHSU 
community has embraced that challenge in so many ways. This is not to say 
that it hasn’t been difficult. Our faculty, staff, and students have shown great 
dedication, adaptability, and care as we navigate ever-changing circumstances 
together. Guided by our mission and values, we continue to grow, innovate, and 
cultivate community. 

As we built more accessible hybrid programs and welcomed our largest incoming 
class, the importance of our mission to transform healthcare was on display in 
the wider community. Our alumni are providing vital care to COVID patients and 
frontline health workers, and advancing integrative care in diverse and exciting 
ways; we’ll share some of those inspiring stories throughout this report. It feels 
clearer than ever that the future of healthcare is integrative, and that there is 
work to be done to ensure that this future is accessible to all people. 

This was a year of challenges. This was also a year of growth and success. A 
year that advanced our mission towards integrative, patient-centered healthcare; 
a year that accelerated technological advances beyond what we could have 
imagined; and a year that pushed us to introspect and act for equity in our field. 

Dr. Deborah Bushway, Ph.D. 
President and CEO of Northwestern Health Sciences University
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Our incredible faculty members worked 
around the clock to completely rethink 
their curriculum as the pandemic forced 
learning online. Their creativity and 
dedication has led to successes that 
were unimaginable a year ago.  

Due to that hard work and commitment 
to excellence, our hybrid-model is 
proving to be incredibly effective. 
Students immerse themselves in 
lectures and interactive activities 
from home and apply that learning in 
small, hands-on lab experiences. The 
pandemic pushed us to innovate faster 
than we thought possible, and we are 
better positioned for the future because 
of it.

Our 
mission 
in action

Leaders in care, innovation, and generosity 
This year has showcased the dedication, passion, and ingenuity 
of our NWHSU community: faculty, staff, students, alumni, 
and supporters. In telling the story of our year, we highlight a 
few of our collective and individual accomplishments. And in 
doing that, it becomes clear that, together, we are leading a 
movement: advancing healthcare for all. 

As a supporter of this important mission, you are part of this 
story, and with your support, we have bold plans for the future. 

Pivoting to hybrid-
learning with innovation 
and adaptability

The events of this summer surrounding 
the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis 
brought out incredible generosity and 
introspection in the NWHSU community. 
We created space for conversation and 
action around unconscious bias and 
racism and renewed our commitment 
to diversity, equity, and inclusion. We 
are building a new Belonging campaign, 
which will serve these goals in an 
ongoing and essential effort. 

To serve our wider community, we 
partnered with the Racial Agency 
Initiative and the Powderhorn 
Neighborhood Association to host 
two pop-up fairs in South Minneapolis 
to offer food, healing conversation, 
chiropractic consultations, massage, 
and acupuncture. Both events were a 
resounding success and there is a clear 
need for more.

Addressing inequity and serving our community
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NWHSU prepared Hirad NajafBagy, D.C. 
for a successful career as a sports 
chiropractor, treating professional sports 
teams and building his own practice. But 
this year, his whole-person philosophy 
served him in a new way: treating a 
soccer coach battling COVID-19. He co-
published a case report in the Journal of 
Community Hospital Internal Medicine 
Perspectives about his unconventional 
role in the case.

My motivation was 
to try to be a part in 
helping our sports 
community heal. I 
am honored to be 
a part of helping to 
create wellness of 
body, mind, and spirit 
during this global 
crisis.” -Dr. Hirad NajafBagy

Changing the game 
in one patient’s fight 
against COVID-19

In June our Center for Healthcare Innovation and Policy published a policy 
statement outlining and advocating for ways complementary and integrative 
healthcare providers can be activated in times of healthcare crisis, and 
contribute to a more dynamic, holistic oriented cross-sector workforce. 

Leveraging integrative care providers in times 
of crisis

COVID-19 created financial hardship for 
so many people, including our students. 
In response, we reached out to alumni, 
faculty, staff, and supporters and 
asked if you would give to the Student 
Emergency Food Fund. We hoped to 
raise $5,000 for our students, and 
because of your incredible generosity 
we raised over $10,000, doubling our 
impact and providing much needed 
relief to 77 hardworking students. 

Responding to student 
needs as a community

Students from 
many disciplines 
are now learning 
and working 
together, just 
as health 
professionals 
do at hospitals, 
clinics, and other 
places where 
people seek care.” 
-Dale Healey, D.C., Ph.D., dean of the 
College of Health and Wellness

A record number of students enrolled at NWHSU in the fall, due to both growth in 
existing programs, and the addition of the five allied health programs. 

Welcoming NWHSU’s largest class ever 
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A group of chiropractic students and 
senior leaders traveled to Washington, 
D.C. to attend the American Chiropractic 
Association (ACA) Engage 2020 
conference and advocate on Capitol Hill. 

This trip, which has been an NWHSU 
tradition for 30 years, is part of a larger 
strategy of the University to advocate 
for integrative care, as well as build our 
reputation as thought-leaders in the local 
and national community. 

Advocating for patients 
& providing thought 
leadership

Debbie Peterson has given to NWHSU in so many ways: through her talent as a staff 
member from 1979-2017, her time as a consultant and volunteer in the years since 
then, and through an amazing 768 donations over the years. Debbie’s continued gifts 
of time and institutional knowledge exemplify the difference one person can make. 

Making an impact with a lifetime of giving 

I give because 
Northwestern matters 
to me. I saw that 
what Northwestern 
did helped improve 
peoples’ day-to-day 
lives. The students 
want to make a 
difference and it 
made me feel it was 
important to support 
that.” -Debbie Peterson

Max Oberlander chose the Post-
Baccalaureate Pre-Health Program 
at NWHSU because it was uniquely 
suited to prepare a “wandering political 
science major” for medical school. 
What he didn’t know was that the 
integrative environment of NWHSU 
would set him apart. 

During the program, Max did research 
that incorporated Traditional Chinese 
Medicine. 

His hard work paid off, and Max is now 
a student at his dream school: New 
York University - Long Island School 
of Medicine, where he received a full 
scholarship. 

Preparing to be an M.D. 
in the future of medicine 

Every single medical school that I 
interviewed at asked me about my research, 
because it was talking about Traditional 
Chinese Medicine and the field of medicine is 
moving that direction.” -Max Oberlander

To further emphasize our commitment to collaborative, whole-person care, we’ve 
added the course “Foundations of Integrative Care” to our curriculum, in which 
students from diverse disciplines learn side-by-side. They learn from each other 
and develop a shared understanding of how to work together. This course is the 
foundation of preparing our students to be leaders in the future of healthcare.

Building a foundation in integrative care 
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In March, NWHSU re-established the 
College of Acupuncture and Chinese 
Medicine (which had been part of 
the College of Health and Wellness), 
and alumna Jessica Frier, DAOM was 
appointed dean.

“Being taken from a program into a 
college is a sign of growth, an outward 
step that signals to everyone that 
acupuncture and Chinese medicine are 
growing,” said Dr. Frier. Her vision is for 
the college to be the national leader 

in integrative care, bridging East and 
West. And she is confident that vision 
can be the reality.

“As a growing program in a multi-
discipline university, we have a 
number of resources that most other 
acupuncture programs do not, such as 
a cadaver lab and a research library. 
Our clinic-based internships, including 
those at hospitals, are some of the best 
in the country.” 

Laying ambitious plans for the new College of 
Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine

NWHSU earned reaffirmation of accreditation from the Institutional Actions 
Council (IAC) of the Higher Learning Commission (HLC), meeting 100 percent of all 
requirements and signifying stable leadership and a pathway for future growth.

Affirming a commitment to excellence through 
re-accreditation

Northwestern helped me grow into the doctor 
I hoped to be and in the process I became 
more bold and confident.” -Dr. Neysi Ocampo Sorto

Spring 2020 graduates faced 
unprecedented challenges due to 
the pandemic, but it hasn’t stopped 
them. Neysi Ocampo Sorto, D.C. plans 
to open her own integrative healing 
practice: focusing on pediatric care 
and nutrition.

Her education at NWHSU gave Dr. 
Neysi—who immigrated to the U.S. 
from Honduras as a young girl—the 
confidence to pursue this dream. 
“I’m the first doctor in my whole 
entire family, and that made it more 
difficult,” she said, but that couldn’t 
stop her. 

Graduating during a 
pandemic with big 
dreams 

In April 2020, NWHSU received 
an $18,000 grant from the WCA 
Foundation to provide scholarships for 
low-income and minority students, 
with a special preference for female 
students. This grant represents the 
University’s efforts to remove barriers 
women may encounter while pursuing 
a new degree or certificate at NWHSU. 
Scholarship support provides a 
pathway to help students graduate 
and join or start their own practice and 
achieve self-sufficiency.

Removing barriers to 
create new pathways
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In July, the Sweere Clinic opened its doors at NWHSU with a mission to treat 
and heal complex conditions. In a truly patient-centered model, practitioners of 
chiropractic, acupuncture, and functional neurology work together—aided by the 
latest technology—to create individualized treatment plans for patients who have 
often tried everything else with no success. 

“The opening of the Sweere Clinic is the fulfillment of a dream my late wife Mary 
and I conceptualized many years ago,” said Dr. Joseph Sweere.

Pushing the limits of patient-centered care

In August, the Harry & Jan Sweere 
Foundation awarded a one million dollar 
grant to NWHSU to support the work of 
Sweere Clinic. This grant was given in 
honor of Dr. Joseph Sweere and Mary 
Sweere’s significant contributions to 
health, wellness, and the chiropractic 
profession. This incredible gift will 
provide a vital bridge to the future for the 
clinic, supporting its vision and allowing 
time for it to become self-sustaining. 

Funding a generous 
bridge to the future 

Our mission is to empower our patients 
as active participants in their own health 
care, with the goal of providing relief from 
suffering and pain.” -Dr. Joseph Sweere

Dive deeper 
into these 
stories at 
nwhealth.edu/
annualreport 
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Our 
vision 
is bold

NWHSU sits at the intersection of healthcare and education, 
two sectors in dire need of innovation. We have the expertise 
and passion to imagine a new future and train the next 
generation of practitioners. 

We know the path forward, but we 
cannot get there alone; your financial 
support can bring our vision to life.  

In 2021, as we celebrate 80 years of this remarkable 
institution, we will lay the foundation for the future with a 
focus on four key priorities. With your support, we will:

Recruit the right mix of 
students to ensure the 
diversity and success of     
our student body.
Scholarships are key to ensuring that an 
NWHSU education is accessible to the 
next generation of healthcare leaders.   

Build an inviting and 
engaging campus community 
with an eye to the future.
Our curriculum evolves to stay in 
step with the latest research, and our  
learning spaces must too. We must 
update our laboratories with new 
technology, enhance our bookstore      
and classroom spaces, and add a 
community gathering space to serve   
our students into the future.

Foster the excellence and 
innovation of our faculty    
and educational offerings.
NWHSU students regularly report that 
their professors are a key differentiator 
of our school, and go above and beyond. 
To recognize and retain our outstanding 
academic leaders, we seek the funds 
to support faculty research and 
teaching, professional development, and 
participation in professional conferences. 

Create a thriving clinical 
and retail experience for 
students, the public, and     
the profession.
We operate clinics throughout the       
Twin Cities, where students get 
unmatched real-world experience as 
we bring integrative care to diverse 
Minnesota communities. We hope to  
grow the number of patients we serve 
from our current 59,000 to 80,000          
by 2024. 



Positioning 
NWHSU for 
Innovation 
and Growth 
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INCOME & EXPENSE	

Revenue	
Program Revenue	   27,817,411  
Private Gifts & Grants	  1,595,387 
Investment Income	   1,462,220  
Other	 0

Total Revenue	  $30,875,018
	
Expense 
PROGRAM:	
Instruction	   10,706,303  
Clinic	   3,870,583  
Research	   16,933  
Academic Support	   1,815,154   
Student Services	    2,736,119   
Institutional Support	   2,912,996   
Auxiliary	   1,888,359 
Total Program	   $23,946,447  
	
SUPPORT SERVICES:	
Management & General	   5,660,664  
Fundraising Expenses	   496,088  
Other	   4,195  
Total Support Services	  $6,160,947  

Total Expense	  $30,107,394  

BALANCE SHEET	

Assets	
Total Assets	   38,389,648  
	
Liabilities	
Total Liabilities	   14,050,070 
	
Net Assets	
Without Donor 	  14,867,258 
Restrictions (Undesignated)	  

Without Donor 	  4,591,303 
Restrictions (Board designated)	  

With Donor Restrictions	  4,881,017  
Total Net Assets	  $24,339,578  

Total Liabilities 	 $38,389,648 
and Net Assets	   

Change in Net Assets	  $767,624  

Private Gifts & Grants 5.5%	

Investment Income 4.5%	

REVENUE

OPERATING EXPENSES

PROGRAM EXPENSES

Program Revenue

90%

Program

79.5%

Support
Services

20.5%

Instruction 44.7%	

Clinic 16.2%	

Student Services 11.4%	

Institutional Support 12.2%

Auxiliary 7.9%

Academic Support 7.6%	

Research .1%	

FINANCIALS: 
September 1, 2019-August 31, 2020

Significant investment income, along with a one-time 
restricted major gift resulted in a strong financial year 
for NWHSU.

The balance sheet remains strong, and we are well 
positioned to look to the future. Despite the added 
challenges of the pandemic, we’ve moved forward 
positively because we are focused and disciplined. 

As you’ve seen, our vision for the future is ambitious; 
cementing NWHSU as the leader in integrative care. 
Your generosity is critical as we advance our mission.



We are celebrating our 80th year in 2021. We’ve grown 
from three students and a vision into a premier health 
sciences university. Over the years, generous gifts from 
faithful donors have helped us build a school with nearly 
9,500 alumni, 11 academic fields, over 1,100 students, 
and multiple Twin Cities clinics. 

To honor the mission-advancing donors who have helped 
us reach this point, we’re excited to announce our Donor 
Recognition Circles. These circles gather like-minded 
individuals and help us live one of our University promises: 
“We bring generosity of spirit to our work and take joy in 
what we do together.”
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Supporters 
of 
NWHSU

The NWHSU President’s Circle 
recognizes donors that make 
annual gifts of $1,000-$24,999. 

John F. Allenburg, D.C.	
Brendan Bannigan and		
Kathleen Just Bannigan	

Deborah Bushway, Ph.D.	
Frederic Falentin, D.C.	
Jacqueline Farr		
Vivi-Ann Fischer, D.C.	
Trevor Foshang, D.C.	
Mary Gale		
Kathleen Hagens		
Dale Healey, D.C., Ph.D.
Grace Jacobs, D.A.	
Christopher Jo, D.C.**	
Molly Magnani, D.C.**	
Michele Maiers, D.C., Ph.D.	
Cory Miller		
Tolulope Oyelowo, D.C.	, Ph.D.
Kim Pearce, M.S.		
Joseph Sweere D.C.
Michael Tennison		
Desiree** and Joseph Whitney
Christian Wright, D.C., D.Ed.	

The NWHSU Leaders Circle 
recognizes donors that make 
lifetime gifts over $25,000. 

John F. Allenburg, D.C.
Tom Allenburg, D.C.
Alfred V. Anderson, D.C.
Gwendy Baldwin, D.C.
F. Dow Bates, D.C.
Nicholas Bogannam, D.C.
Barbro Brost D.C. and 
Jay Greenberg D. C. 

David Czeck, D.C.
Todd Crabtree, D.C.
Kent Erickson, D.C.
David Foti, D.C.
Kent Greenawalt	
Kenneth Heithoff, M.D.
Jack Holtz, D.C. 
Arlen Lieberman, D.C.
Susan Marty, D.C.
Christopher Massoglia, D.C.
David Neubauer, D.C.
Robert Servais, D.C.
David Stussy, D.C.*
Edward Sweere, D.C.*
Joseph Sweere D.C.
Mark Ziegler, D.C.	

Center for Diagnostic Imaging 	
Erchonia Corporation		
Ergotron		
Foot Levelers, Inc.		
Monte Greenawalt Foundation	
NCMIC		
NutriDyn		
Performance Health		
Standard Process		
Harry and Jan Sweere Foundation	
William M. Harris Foundation	
	

The Wolfe Legacy Society recognizes 
visionaries who have included NWHSU 
in their charitable and estate plans 
with gifts over $25,000. 

John F. Allenburg, D.C.	
Gwendy Baldwin, D.C.
Karlene Berish, D.C.
Marilyn Berry*
Gary Blom, D.C.
Kurt Bogseth	
David Gottenborg, D.C.
Donald Hecht, D.C.
Jack Holtz, D.C.
Steve Johnson, D.C.
Christopher Shenkel	
David Thiry, D.C.
J. David Mitchell, D.C.*

*Deceased    **Current NWHSU Trustee 
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Jason Menge, D.C.
Carl Miller, D.C.
Jessica Miller	
Gary Mitchell	
Lilly Mokamba, Ph.D.	
Joe Muldoon, D.C.	
Rick Musta	
Bonita Myhers, D.C.**
Susan Neppl	
Jared Nichols, D.C.
Catherine Njogu, D.C.
Maureen O’Connor, D.C.
Jordan Olen	
John Oleson	
Richard Olree	
Lisa Oppegard, Ph.D.	
Michael Oste, D.C.
Chad Peckels, D.C.
Elena Pekurovsky, D.C.
Tyler Pensis, D.C.
Angela Petersen, D.C.
Bob Peterson	
David Peterson, D.C.**
Chad Petterson, D.C.
Osly Philistin, D.C.
Shannon Pierce, D.C.
McCabe Plaas, D.C.
Brian Plesha, D.C.
Gregg Poquette, D.C.
Gretchen Porter	
Paul Ratte	
Tim Redenbaugh, D.C.
Michele Renee, D.C. 
Darren Roemhildt, D.C.
Earl Roth, D.C.
Sara Rubert, D.C.
Nancy Rubin	
John Ruud, D.C.
Spring Saldana, B.S.	
Dorina Sanchez and 
  Jay Sanchez	
Michael Santori, D.C.
Charles Sawyer, D.C.
Russell Sawyer, D.C.

Steven Scarfia	
Will Schlinsog	
Jane Schmidley	
Judith Schmidt	
Adele Schmidt	
Dale Schmoll, D.C.
Deborah Schowalter, D.C.
Donna Schubbe	
Kristianne Schultz	
John Schutz, D.C.
Mary Selly-Navarro, D.C.
Jonathan Seton	
Jason Sherman, D.C.
Reed Sorensen	
Gail Spiegelhoff, BA, AAS, CMA
Judith St Clair, D.C.
Timothy Stark, D.C.
Scott Stinson, D.C.
Edward Sweere, D.C.*
Kenneth Swenson	
David Taylor, Ph.D.**
Leah Thielen, D.C.
Paul Thielen, D.C.
Jason Thoen, Ph.D.	
Tamara Timmons Taylor**	
Thomas Tjornhom, D.C.
Mary Tuchscherer, D.C., Ph.D.
Sripathy Umapathi, D.C.
John Valentini D.C.
Verena Van Fleet, Ph.D.
Yia Vang, D.C.
Rita Varner-Otness, D.C.
Michele Vincent, D.C.
Susan Vossberg	
Joseph Wahl, D.C.
Lorelei Nuebel Wakefield, D.C.
Timothy Wakefield, D.C.
Deanna Wiarda	
Brent Wilde**	
Juliet Winter	
Andrea Wollenberg	
David Wright	
M. Keith Wright	
Vivian Wynn	

Hlikaj Xiong, D.C.
Shirly Yang Lor	
Douglas Yost, D.C.
Zachary Zachman, D.C.
Richard Zarmbinski, D.C.
James Zieglmeier

Partners and Sponsors
CDI
Erchonia
Foot Levelers
Lake Superior X-Ray
Larkin Hoffman
Lloyd Table
Metagenics
Minnesota Chiropractic 
   Association
Mighty Oak Technology
NCMIC
NWHSU Acupuncture and 
   Chinese Medicine Alumni 
   Association
NWHSU Chiropractic Alumni 

Association
NWHSU Massage Therapy 
   Alumni Association
NutriDyn
Performance Health
Practice Brokers
Prime Kinetix
Standard Process
Harry and Jan Sweere Foundation	
Twin Cities Spine Center
WCA Foundation

Adele Schmidt	
Trent Abrahamson, D.C.
Brittany Amdahl	
Donald Anderson, D.C.
Nancy Anderson-Bierma	
Eugene Arnal, D.C.
Doug Barber	
Deanna Bates, D.C.
Julie Beaudoin	
John Beddoe, D.C.
Jennifer Bell Yamoor	
Beth Beutell	
Lukas Biermaier, D.C.
Kathleen Bloom, D.C.
Mia Blundetto	
Denis Boerjan, D.C.
Colleen Boling, D.C.
Clinton Bonn, D.C.
Stacy Boone-Vikingson, D.C.
Cara Borggren, D.C.
Gwen Brown	
Robert Bruley, D.C.
Katie Burns Ryan, D.C.
Anders Carlson	
Patricia Casello-Maddox, D.C.
Donald Cassata	
Michael Chanen	
Lori Cole, D.C.
Roger Cone, D.C.
Jennifer Connell	
Joseph Costa, D.C.
Sheryl Cota, DACM, MOm	
Joe Crosby	
Steven Dandrea, D.C.
Marguerite Darlington	
Mark Dehen, D.C.
Mary Dennison	
Gregory DeNunzio, D.C.
Rick Draeger, D.C.
Christian Duffenbach	
Nicole Eaton	

Judy Ellefson Peil, D.C.
Scott Ellingson, D.C.
Stephen Engelhardt	
Melissa Engelson, D.C.
Nancy Erickson, B.A.	
Susan Esch, D.C.
David Farrar, D.C.
Kendall Fenstra, D.C.
Aliesha Fischer, D.C.
Nancy Flolid, D.C.
Mary Forte, Ph.D.
Dennis Frey	
Todd Frisch, D.C.
Trent Frisch, D.C.
Robin Galloway, B.A.	
Karen Ganzhorn	
Richard Garcia, D.C.
Michael Giammarco, D.C.
Todd Ginkel, D.C.**
Anthony Goettl	
Cory Gosso, D.C.
N. Walter Graff LL.B.
Aric Gustafson	
David Haas, D.C.
Gloria Hamilton	
Rita Hample	
Katherine Hansen, D.C.
Christopher Hanson, D.C.
Annette Harel, D.C.
Katy Hargis	
Joel Harris, D.C.
John Healy	
Michael Heggen	
Raymond Hendrickson, D.C.
Richard Hews, D.C.
Albert Hoff, Jr.
Kathleen Holst, B.S., M.S.	
Rachel Holthaus, D.C.
Monica Howell	, M.L.S.
Bjorn Hurlen, D.C.
Kathy Jagush	

Rachel Jensen	
Claire Jessen	
Keith Johnson, D.C.**
Nancy Johnson	
Vincent Johnston	
Erin Kahn	
Kenton Kainz, D.C.
Lisa Kaiser, D.C.
Arron Kalis, D.C.
Debra Kappers	
Kristin Kelker	
Tony Kelm	
Kay Kerhove	
Jordan Kluewer, D.C.
Jordan Knowlton Key, D.C.
Melissa Kolb, D.C.
Lori Lauber**	
Richard Leigh, D.C.
John Lewis	
Roy Lewis, D.C.
Arlen Lieberman, D.C.
Krystle Lieberman-Wall, D.C.
Carol Lipschultz, D.C.
Joel Logelin, D.C.
Alane Lucht, D.C.
Anne Mackereth	
Lowell Magelssen, D.C.
Christopher Major, D.C.
Dung Mao, Ph.D.	
Roger Marquardt, D.C.
Stephen Martini, D.C.
Michael Martinjako	
Kaytee Matlack	
Zen Matsuda, D.C.
Joan Maze	
Frank McCaffery	
Brook McFarlin	
Francis McMahon	
Robin Meiner	
Bradley Meints, D.C.
Jonathan Melman, D.C.

*Deceased    **Current NWHSU Trustee    Faculty and Staff Italicized

Please accept our apologies for any 
omissions or errors. Should you have 
any changes or corrections, please 
contact our development office at: 
development@nwhealth.edu 
or call 952-777-4943

Annual Fund. Plant a Seed.

Annual Giving is the foundation of giving back to NWHSU, providing resources each and every year that help sustain 
our leadership in the field of natural and integrative healthcare. Annual Fund dollars help support many things 
including student scholarships, campus upgrades, and student services.



Board of Directors 
Christopher D. Jo, D.C. 

Chair

Todd Ginkel, D.C.
Vice-Chair

N. Walter Graff, LL.B.
Secretary

Deborah Bushway, Ph.D.
President and CEO 

Randy Eken, B.A., M.P.A.
Thomas F. Heaney, M.A.
Keith M. Johnson, D.C.
Lori A. Lauber, MBA
Molly J. Magnani, D.C., MMA
Bonnie Myhers, D.C.
David E. Peterson, D.C.
David V. Taylor, Ph.D. 
Tamara T. Taylor, M.Om.
Desiree Whtiney, B.S.
Brent L. Wilde, MBA

NWHSU Leadership

Educate.
Innovate.
Integrate.

Northwestern Health Sciences University is a premier 
health sciences university leading the movement toward 
integrative care. Through diverse areas of study, clinics, 
and retail operation, our passionate community works 
collaboratively to transform health care through 
patient-centered, evidence-based practices that optimize 
health and well-being.
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Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine 
Alumni Board of Directors
Kim Christensen, M.Om. 

President 

Angie Weber, DACM, 
Vice President

Marley Debban, MCM, L.Ac.
Faculty Representative 

Jamie Hicks, M.Om.
Amy Kuretsky, M.Om.
Stephanie Hylla, M.Ac.
Emilee Passe, MSCM
Aaron Schindler, M.Om.

Chiropractic Alumni 
Board of Directors
Steven Goldschmidt, D.C.

President 

Kathleen Bloom, D.C.
Vice President

Trent Frisch, D.C. 
Treasurer

Christopher Major, D.C.
Faculty Representative

Michael Ameli, D.C.
Jim Alexander, D.C.
Marty Caron, D.C.
Angela Graper, D.C.
Robin Harstad, D.C.
Raymond Hendrickson, D.C.
Arlen Lieberman, D.C.
Zach Zachman, D.C.
David Patterson, D.C. 
Joel Fugleberg, D.C. 
Taylor Murphy, D.C.
Heather Smith, D.C. 
Trisha Augustine, D.C. 
Sri Umpathi, D.C. 
James Midboe, D.C.
Annete Harel, D.C. 
Eric Zeiszler, D.C.
Katherine Leither, D.C.
Mark Garnett, D.C.
Lowell Magellsen, D.C. 
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The portraits 
featured on the 

cover of this 
annual report 
are students 
from across 

our programs 
at NWHSU. 

Reflecting on 
this year, it 

felt important 
to highlight 

the strength, 
resilience, and 

dedication 
of students 
committed 

to advancing 
their futures in 

integrative care 
through a global 

pandemic.
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